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As we look back on our    
50th year of serving families 
in Pasadena, we are reminded 
of the universal nature of our 
mission in this community – to 
prepare families living in isolation 
and poverty to succeed in school 
and in life.  There will always be 
mothers, children and families in 
need of skills and education; in 
need of hope for a better future;
and in need of friendship and 
support.  Mothers’ Club is 
Standing the Test of Time        
because of our dedication to 
these universal needs.   

As we look towards the future, we see a Mothers’ Club that will continue to bring 
knowledge, skills and hope to families through our proven two-generation learning 
model.  But, we do not do this alone!  The support that Mothers’ Club receives from 
the community at-large continues to grow, not only in dollars, but also in time and 
energy that our incredible volunteers give to our families.   Some highlights from 
2011 include;

•  Almost 500 volunteers dedicated close to 3,300 service hours at our center
•  280 individuals gave for the very first time to Mothers’ Club
•  123 Children, 98 Parents, and 25 adult learners from the community benefitted 	

           from our services
•  Mothers’ Club was named Non-Profit of the Year by the Pasadena 		            	

           Star News/Rose Magazine

These accomplishments were possible because we are anchored in our core 
values: Two-Generation Learning, Empowerment, Respect, Welcoming Environ-
ment, and Quality Improvement.   And, with our talented and dedicated staff, board 
leadership, community support and our state of the art facility, we are positioned to 
be more innovative in our program design and outreach to the community with the 
purpose of having greater impact on families in need.

We thank you for a successful 2011 - we hope you will stand by us for another 
50 years!

Hector La Farga, Jr.			   Norah Morley 
Executive Director			   President of the Board

From the Executive Director &
The President of the Board 

Hector LaFarga & Norah Morley join toddlers for outdoor art time.



2011 Program Accomplishments...

The MISSION of Mothers’ Club Family Learning Center is to prepare families 
living in isolation and poverty to succeed in school and in life through 
two-generation learning programs. We fulfill our mission by providing FREE 
programs to disadvantaged families with children ages 0-5. 
In all programs, mothers and children are enrolled 
in their own programming, gaining the knowledge and 
skills they will need to break out of poverty.

All of our programs uphold our TWO-GENERATION 
LEARNING APPROACH and consist of the following 
core elements: 
	 •  Early Childhood Education
	 •  Parent Education
	 •  Adult Education
	 •  English as a Second Language
	 •  Parent/Child Interactive Literacy Activities
	 •  Family Literacy Classes
	 •  Health & Nutrition Classes
	 •  Mental Health Services

Our Family Literacy program served 
62 parents with 76 children from 6 
weeks to 5 years old. The program was 
offered Monday-Friday from 8:30am - 
12pm for 11 months.   

First Connections served a total of 
23 parents with 32 infants and toddlers 
in 2011, and was offered Monday-Friday 
from 1:00- 4:30pm throughout the year.

Our Teen Parenting program served 
13 teen moms and 15 children last year.  
This class was offered weekly for 90 
minutes.  



...and Outcomes

Volunteer Programs
Three years ago, Mothers’ 
Club set out to formalize our 
volunteer program and 
create new opportunities for 
the community to engage in 
our work.  In 2011, close to 
500 student and adult volun-
teers logged more than 3,300 
hours of service at our center.  

Volunteer activities included: 
Early Readers Book Club, 
Parent Literacy Pen Pal 
Program, Corporate Team 
Building Projects, Activity 
Engineers, and Teacher 
Assistants

pre-kindergartners demonstrating school readiness skills

adults achieving gains in English writing skills

parents supporting their children’s literacy development

families who reached their goals or completed program year

state benchmark            Mothers’ Club outcome

2010 Outcomes
Across our programs, children 
and parents met or exceeded 
their learning benchmarks, 
demonstrating children’s 
readiness for school and 
parents’ readiness to support 
their children’s education, as 
well as their own personal de-
velopment. Examples include:

Junior League and National Charity League Members 
volunteer at our Saturday Early Readers Book Club



Statement of Activities
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2011

Revenue:  $1,636,021

Expenses:  $1,564,337

Government - 42%

Foundations - 32%

Individuals - 12%

Special Events - 5%

In-Kind Services - 5%

Investments/Other - 3%

Corporate/Other - 2%

Program Services - 76%

Management & General - 5%

Fundraising - 18%



ASSETS 2011
Cash  328,780 

Investments, at fair value  1,164,980 

Grants receivable  261,576 

Prepaid expenses  35,208 

Unconditional promises to give  58,898 

Other current assets  1,000 

Property and equipment, net  5,960,342 

TOTAL ASSETS  $  7,810,784

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses  92,755

Net Assets:

Unrestricted  7,016,679 

Temporarily restricted  437,850 

Temporarily restricted - capital maintenance reserve  100,000 

Temporarily restricted - Kujawa Staff Development Fund  40,000 

Permanently restricted  123,500 

Total net assets  7,718,029

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  $  7,810,784

Statement of Financial Position



Benefactors ($100,000+)
California Community Foundation   
CA Department of Education, 
	 Even Start Family Literacy  
Center for Community and Family Services, 
	 Early Head Start   
First 5 Los Angeles   

Founders ($50,000 - $99,999)
The Ahmanson Foundation   
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund   
The Schow Foundation   

Ambassadors ($25,000 - $49,999)
Anonymous   
The Atlas Family Foundation   
The Carl and Roberta Deutsch Foundation   
The Green Foundation   
RGK Foundation   
Stein Family Fund   

Champions ($10,000 - $24,999)
Gesner/Johnson Foundation   
Marcia Goodstein & Bill Gross
Los Angeles Times Family Fund, a Fund of the 	
	 McCormick Tribune Foundation   
Mary Lois Nevins  
The Patron Saints Foundation   
United Way of Los Angeles   

Patrons ($5,000 - $9,999)
The Capital Group Companies Charitable 
	 Foundation, Corp. Matching Gift Program   
Mary Anne A. Cunningham  
Frieda C. Fox Family Foundation   
Deborah J. Heitz & Shaw B. Wagener
Lisa Cobey Kelland, in memory of Jinny Cobey  
Ellen & Harvey Knell
Valerie & George Leiva
Judy & Stephen McDonald
Margaret & David Mgrublian
The Lluella Morey Murphey Foundation   
Nanette & Henry Nevins
Ann Peppers Foundation   
Pasadena Community Foundation   
Pasadena Tournament of Roses Foundation   
Sapphos Environmental   

Guardians ($1,000 - $4,999)
All Saints Church   
Gwen & Guilford Babcock
Carole & Mike Babcock
Bank of America Foundation, 
	 Corporate Matching Gift Program   
Ann & Olin Barrett
Betsy & Gary Birkenbeuel
Claire & Bill Bogaard
Judith & David Brown
Lorraine Triolo & Jeffrey Burke
Marie Celeste Campbell  
Barbara Campbell  
Nancy & John Carlton
Joan & Robert J. Cathcart
Clifford Swan Investment Counsel LLC   
Kevin Daugherty  
Richard E. Davis  
Virginia Detoy  
Charles & Henrietta J. Detoy Foundation   
Bonnie & John DeWitt
Talin & Armen Dikranian
Disney EARS To You   
Disney Store Headquarters   
The Entertainment Industry Foundation   
Helen Minton Farley  
Sue & James Femino
Jean Fleming  
Foothill Family Service   
Jennifer & Mark Giles
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift Program 
Sandra Guerrero    
Wendy Munger & Leonard Gumport
Renu Bhat-Hansen & Alex Hansen
Harley Ellis Devereaux   
Stephanie & J. Dale Harvey
Tracy & Richard Hirrel
Adelaide Hixon  
Kathleen Shields & Charles Hubay
Huntington Memorial Hospital   
G.L. Kaplan Construction Co.   
Jodi & Dennis Kasper
Susan Kujawa  
Jon Lantz  
Norah Morley & Tony G. Koerner, MD
Kathy & Anthony Magistrale
Maye Albanez & Tim Marty

Thank You to Our Donors



Debbie & Greg Bistline
Teri Richardson-Bleeker & 
	 Warren Bleeker
Frederika & Norman Brooks
Chandler School   
Elisa & Eric Callow
Gordon Campbell  
John Carmichael  
Zan & Walter Cochran-Bond
Cheryl Bode & Robin Colman
Christina Conwell  
Joseph Dane  
Sarah Orth & Christian Desmond
Leslie Dennis  
Dorlys Devereux  
Catherine & James Dillavou
Lee Draper  
Durfee Foundation   
Georgianna & Paul A. Erskine
Jane & Robert Ettinger
Sydney & Ray Feeney
Anne & Michael Gilligan
Sharon Girdner  
Edith M. Grady  
Heather & Paul Haaga
Holly & William A. Hawkins
Mary Hoffman Henriques & 
	 Weyron Henriques
Francisca & Stanley R. Hirtle
Elizabeth Levitt Hirsch  
Monica & Thomas Hubbard
Betty Ann & Bruce Jansson
Lloyd Kajikawa  
Susan Rifkin & Roger Kauffmann
Carol McCleary & Gregory Keating
Pat & Rob Kocsis
Sue Parilla & Theodore Krontiris
Charles Kurzweil  
Robert William Langton  
Learning Works!   
Vanessa Lee  
Rose Marie & Albert Lowe
Moms Club of Altadena   
Barbara Martin  
Dorothy & John Matthiessen
Carol & Robert McCrary
Laurie Mead  

Pat & Jim McLaughlin
Anne Esbenshade & 
	 Michael R. Miele
Jennifer & Stephen Nomura
Sylvia & Elizabeth J. O’Connor
Kathleen & Donald L. Orth
Claudia & Ramon Pack III
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation   
Sylvia & Benjamin Paz
Gay & Ron Redcay
Shanna & Michael Rosengarten
Rotary Club of Pasadena   
Aty & Howard Rotter
San Gabriel Valley Tribune   
The Foundation of San Marino 
	 Community Church   
Ethel J. Scantland Foundation   
Cheryl R. & David R. 
	 Scheidemantle
Nan & Howard B. Schow
Pam & Tony Schwarz
Fran Norris Scoble
Carol M. & Carl E. Selkin 
Jil & Joel Sheldon
Rosemary Simmons  
Susan Futterman & Arnold Siegel
Target   
Victoria & John Tongish
Maxine Tongish  
Heather & Michael VanMeter
Julie & Scott Ward
Maria Low Way & George Way
Judith S. & John Whiting
Cindy & George Wiley
Judith & Randy Wilson
The Yes, Virginia Fund   

Friends ($250 - $999)
Sian Leong & Ian Adams
Peggy Vynette Almquist & 
	 John Almquist
Temo Arjani  
Emanuel Bachmann Foundation   
Katherine Kobayashi & Hal Barron
Kitty Bergel  
Diane & Jim Berliner
Margaret Atterbury & Bruce Bernard

Lori & Donald Meaders
Aline Mirzabeigi  
Janice & Richard Morris
Walter Wright & 
	 Terri Ann Nevins
Adele F. M. & 
	 William McCay Nevins
Celia Gomez Newman  
Mary & David Noguchi
Meg O’Donnell  
Rose Pinard & John Ott
Peggy Phelps  
Alan Pick  
Kristina & Brian Provost
Mikala & Kirt Rahn
Norma Rannie  
Yvette Martinez-Rea & 
	 Andrew Rea
Mary & George Regas
Carmie & Rod Rodriguez
Marsha V. Rood  
Julia A. Rudometkin  
Judy & Dick Rubin
Martha H. Ruffman  
Irene Sang  
Tina Lynam & Sanjay Sharma
Margaret Orth & Joshua Smith
Tom Sawyer Camps, Inc.   
Shirley & Otis Spencer
Christine Splichal  
Union Station Foundation   
Nilaya & Vijay Trisal
Saul Vasquez  
Gail & Michael Vogel
Wanda Wheeler  
Marjorie & Joseph Wyatt
Alice Yang  
Zonta Club of Pasadena   

We also want to thank the 
hundreds of individuals 
who made donations less 
than $249 to support our 
work with families! 

Gifts & Pledges Received Between 
July 1, 2010 & June 30, 2011

Every effort was made to ensure accuracy and proper acknowledgment of gifts we received.  If you 
find an error, please accept our apologies and call our Development Office at (626) 792-2687, 122.



A Mother’s Story

My name is Ana and I have two 
small children; Angel who is 2 years old  
and Fernando who is 11 months old.  I 
came to the United States when I was 
just 23 years old, looking for indepen-
dence and a different life.  What I found 
was fears, tears, compassion and then 
happiness.  And through the program at 
Mothers’ Club, I have now found hope. 

I finished high school in Mexico 
and was working for as a secretary in a 
school.  I felt a lot of pressure from my 
family.  As a single woman, any problem 
with the family - financial, medical, or 
emotional - was my problem since I had 
“no other responsibilities”. My family 
was depending on me for so much, but 
they were not respecting me.  I could not 
bear disappointing them, so I decided to 
come to the United States and join my 
sister.  It was the only way to say “stop” 
without hurting everyone. 

I left my family, my job, my city 
and everything that was secure. I knew     
coming to a new life would be difficult 
but I never imagined how difficult it would 
be emotionally.  When you come as an 
immigrant you begin to change and the 
changes are not because of new things, 
they are from fear.  A fear that I did not 
even know was there. 

In Mexico, I was an independent 
person, but now walking outside of the 
apartment was overwhelming. There was 
a fear of people, if they talked to me.  
What if I took a wrong turn on the street, 
how could I get back?  Who would I ask 
for help and could I trust them?  Was I 
going to be hurt, was someone going to 
rob me?  

These fears affect your mind, body 
and soul. You feel insecure because now 
you can’t rely on your own abilities and 
have to be taken care of by someone 
else. You feel stupid because all the skills 
you have do not help you anymore.  And 
you feel alone because hope slowly starts 

Ana with her son Fernando

going away; hope for the future and for 
yourself. 

I was never a person that felt sorry 
for myself, so after a couple of months 
of feeling depressed and lonely I decided 
to try. I forced myself to look for a job.  
After a long time I finally got a job with 
a cleaning crew.  When you don’t know 
the     language you choose things you 
can do with your hands. The manager 
would pick us up in El Monte and drop us 
of at a building in the evening to clean. 
Sometimes, they would leave us there all 
night without notice. One time, I remem-
ber being left for 12 hours. We were so          
hungry; we started to look through the 
trash for food.  I never imagined that 
I would ever be in this situation.  This      
experience added to my depression and 
my loneliness. I knew I was going down 
fast so I wanted to change. 

I noticed the people that worked 
in the buildings we cleaned - some of 
the bank tellers or secretaries.  They 
could speak some English, but still had 
heavy accents.  They were treated much        



Leave a Legacy to Future Generations - 
Remember Mothers’ Club in Your Will

All gifts to Mothers’ Club provide you 
with the personal satisfaction of providing 
critical services to our community’s most 
vulnerable children and families.  Planned 
gifts can give you even more in return.  
	 By including Mothers’ Club in your 
will or living trust, you can ensure that our 
Center will remain a valuable resource for 
generations of families to come. 
	 If you would like to learn more, please 
contact our Development Office at (626) 
792-2687, ext. 122. 
	 Thank you for partnering with us to 
meet the needs of future children and 
parents.

better than me. I told myself I could be 
like them. So I decided to learn English 
to get a better job.  In the next few years 
I did get better jobs but I was still strug-
gling to learn English and felt discrimi-
nated in the jobs I was able to get.   

During this time, I met my wonder-
ful husband and we had two beautiful 
children.  I had to stop working and my 
husband had a hard time finding work.  
With two young children and not a good 
income, we were feeling very stressed.  I 
did not know what to do with the children 
to keep them busy and help them learn.  
We all needed to improve our skills, and 
my family needed a focus. 

In the neighborhood I heard about a 
program that helped families. After waiting 
for one year I was able to enter Mothers’ 
Club.  At Mothers’ Club I have found a 
focus for my family - a routine. Even on 
weekends we talk about getting ready to 
come to school. The kids take bathes, we 
go to sleep early and we wake up look-
ing forward to school. I am thrilled to be 
studying English three days a week.  And 

my children are very happy.  I know that 
they will have a better future because of 
the education they are getting at Mothers’ 
Club.

Even my husband is learning.  He 
comes to school every day and spends 
½ hour in the classroom with Angel. He 
watches and listens to the teachers.  He 
used to treat our boys like a sergeant, 
yelling orders but now he is different. He 
learned from the teachers, that kids need 
patience and encouragement. Now, if I’m 
frustrated with the boys he sends me to 
time out in my room and he handles the 
boys himself. I feel that he is more like a 
partner now and I know this is because of 
Mothers’ Club. 

My whole family is learning. We see 
a bright future for our children, and for us. 
I have friends, a safe place to learn and I 
feel happy. That fear that made me lonely, 
stupid and scared is almost gone. I have 
faith that we will move forward. I thank the 
donors like you, for helping to keep Moth-
ers’ Club around for families like mine. 

				    - Ana



980 North Fair Oaks Avenue
Pasadena, CA  91103

626.792.2687 Office      626.793.1832 Fax
www.mothersclub.org

Board of Directors
Norah Morley, President
Maye Albanez
Warren Bleeker 
Judith Brown
Marie Campbell
John Carlton
Jonathon Fuhrman
Susan Futterman
Mark Giles
Marcia Goodstein
Ramon Pack III
Sylvia Paz
Stephanie Rasines
Aty Rotter
Fran Norris Scoble
Jil Sheldon
Heather Boyle VanMeter
Julie Ward
George Wiley

Community Advisors
Judith Wilson, Chair
Carole Babcock
Nancy Carlton
Joan Cathcart
Mary Ann Cunningham
Ann Erdman
Jean Fleming
Adelaide Hixon
Councilman Chris Holden
Maria Low Way
Judy McDonald
Mary Lois Nevins
Dr. Dianne Philibosian 
Carmie Rodriguez
Congressman Adam Schiff

Staff
Hector LaFarga, Jr., Executive Director
Silvana Casalegno, Director of Programs
Julie Espinoza, Director of Education
Sarah E. Orth, Development Director

Monica Cabrales, Site Supervisor
Sarah Hilbert, Volunteer Coordinator
Mara Leong-Nichols, Development Assistant
Martha Spangler, Office Manager

Early Childhood Education Teachers
Saharai Alvarez
Marina Bendy
Alejandra Chavez
Maria de la Cruz
Roger Gonzalez
Martha Hernandez
Andrea Huicochea
Monica Montenegro 
Isabel Ramos
Rosalina Reynoso
Nydia Rivero
Josefina Rodriguez
Veronica Soto
Consuelo S. Vazquez

Rosa Martinez, Kitchen Aid
Maria Vargas, Nutrition Coordinator 

Mothers’ Club is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization.  
Tax ID 23-7275324


